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Partnership Group for Science and Engineering (PAGSE)

Partenariat en faveur des sciences et de la technologie (PFST)


PAGSE Annual Activity Report 2008-2009
The Partnership Group for Science and Engineering (PAGSE; www.pagse.org) is a cooperative association of more than 25 national organizations in Science and Engineering. It was formed in June 1995 at the invitation of the Academy of Science of the Royal Society of Canada. The national organizations that comprise PAGSE represent approximately 50,000 individual members from industry, academia, and government sectors. They work collectively to represent the Canadian science and engineering community to the Government of Canada, and to advance research and innovation for the benefit of Canadians. PAGSE is not a lobby group. It does not seek an audience in order to advance the cause of specific science and engineering initiatives: rather, its intent is to address the broader issues of science and engineering policy at the national level.

To be truly representative of the science and engineering community in Canada, PAGSE must ensure that individual members of member societies and associations are aware of the activities that are undertaken in their name. While details may be found on the PAGSE website (www.pagse.org), PAGSE also provides a periodic summary of activities.

Bacon & Eggheads
PAGSE, in partnership with the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Canada (NSERC), sponsors a monthly breakfast meeting held on Parliament Hill, and known as “Bacon and Eggheads”.  Speakers at the meetings inform parliamentarians about recent advances in science and engineering. No Bacon & Eggheads talks were held in Fall 2008 due to the federal election.  Since the return of parliament in January 2009, PAGSE has organized the following presentations:

Are Batteries and Fuel Cells Ready for All-Electric Vehicles?

Jeffery Dahn, Dalhousie University
Thursday January 29, 2009

Life, Climate and Vanishing Ice at the Top of Canada


Warwick Vincent, Université Laval
Thursday March 5, 2009

When the canary dies


 Bridget Stutchbury, York University
Thursday April 2, 2009

Hot prospects in the cold: the new Geological Map of the Arctic 

Marc St-Onge, Natural Resources Canada

Thursday May 7, 2009

The Violent High Energy Universe
Victoria Kaspi, McGill University

Thursday June 4, 2009

PAGSE Monthly Meetings

Guests, representing science and engineering in the government and industry sectors, are invited to monthly PAGSE meetings to present their perspectives on science and engineering in Canada, on the activities of their organizations, as well as the potential issues and challenges that they would like to see PAGSE address. Members also consider federal activities and reports and how best to promote and sustain Canada’s scientific base. The meetings are held at the University of Ottawa. During the last year PAGSE has welcomed the following guests:

· October 7th 2008: Dr. Chad Gaffield, President, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
· February 17th 2009: Eliot Phillipson, President, Canada Foundation for Innovation
· March 17th 2009: Dr. Suzanne Fortier, President, Natural Sciences & Engineering Council 
On July 1 2009, Rees Kassen, University of Ottawa, will be taking over as Chair of PAGSE from Dawn Conway. PAGSE thanks Dawn for her invaluable contributions and leadership. 
Submissions to Parliamentary Committees

House of Commons Finance Committee

PAGSE submits a brief each year to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance (HCFC). In August 2008, it submitted a brief on the theme “Investments in Big Science Initiatives and International Science Partnerships”. The theme was governed by the stated priorities for briefs to the Finance Committee for 2008.

Summary of the Submission: 
Canada is one of the largest countries in the world, yet historically it has been a minor player in international science projects, including those of strategic importance to the country. Collaboration on international science not only exposes Canadian scientists to breaking discoveries, it provides the critical mass required for certain major research initiatives, as well as access to scientific talent and intellectual property, representing huge leverage of the country’s investment. It also allows Canadians to benchmark against other countries and to influence international programming while enhancing Canada’s reputation as a serious international partner, which can influence leading international scientists to consider working here. Greater involvement and investment in selected major international initiatives will help change the perception of Canada from that of a small player who must join with other small players for access to a scientific programme, to that of a key partner. 

International science is defined as initiatives and Secretariats requiring the coordinated financial, logistical or intellectual resources of several countries and sectors. Big science is defined as initiatives of a significant magnitude that require resources beyond the capacity of any single institution, funding agency or country to operate, and which are expected to yield very significant results. Big science includes all levels of initiatives from consortia at facilities such as CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research); the world acclaimed Sudbury Neutrino Observatory Laboratory; or the Ocean Drilling Programme, to major research networks such as the Polar Environment Research Laboratory on Ellesmere Island; and NEPTUNE 1 , which will be the world's largest cable-linked seafloor observatory.

Canada subscribes to a number of international science programmes and hosts the international secretariats for a few. It can ratchet up its reputation, contributions and most importantly, its benefits, by coordinating funding sources, supporting infrastructure and operational costs; hosting international science secretariats, and removing strictures affecting the environment for innovation and economic development. These measures will enhance the reputation of Canadian science and scientists in the international sphere, increase awareness by industry of the roles played by Canadians, and will encourage the retention of research and innovation in Canada. 

The Partnership Group recommended:

• That the federal government adopt a strategic approach to investments in big science initiatives and international science partnerships. The approach must incorporate financial support to ensure full benefits to Canadians and their economy.
For further information on activities, please visit the PAGSE website www.pagse.org
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